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The Symposium of the Gold-Headed Cane. 

History of the Gold-Headed Cane. Dn. MCCRAE. 

Among the many treasures of the College of Physicians in (162) 

London not the least interesting is that known as the Gold- 
Headed Cane. This nlade its appearance in medical circles 
probably about the year 1G89 and for one hundred and tliirtjf- 
six p a r s  mas carried by a leading London practitioner, during 
this time passing through the hands of Radcliffe, Ifcad, 
Aslrcy the two Pitcairns, and Baillie. The shape af the 
handle of t;he cane is rathcr unusual for thc time when i t  mas 
made, as at  that period the l~cad of the physician's cane was 
generally round and contained a cavity in which aromatic 
substances mere carricd, the inhaling of which was thought to 
prevent contagion. The first owner of the cane, Eadcliffe, 
mas a man always impatient of convention, and it is possible 
thnt he adopted the unusual shape to b'e diffcwcnt from the 
rest of the profession. The cane caine into possession of the 
College as a gift from Nrs. Baillie, the widow of the last of 
the series who carried it. 

The boolr wl~ich is knonn as " The Gold-Headed Cane" is 
written in thc form of wbat may be termed an autobjogaphy. 
The cane is represented as giving an account of the lives of 
the 111~11 who cnrricd i t  and the more interesting events in 
which they were concerned. The book was published without 
the author's name, but was written by Dr. l~Tilliam BIncmi- (163) 
chael (1784-1839). The first edition was publishcil in 1827 
and the second in 1828. The third edition, which was pub- 
lished in 1884, was edited by William Munk, and in i t  Inany 
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(163) additions mere made. The book is written in  a chatty, con- 
versational style, deals with many points in the lives of its 
possessors and also refers t o  many 01 the happenings of the 
times. 

The first possessor of the cane, John RadclSe (1650-1714)) 
is discussed ekewhere. Prom him the cane passed to Richard 
Jilead (1673-1754)) one of the most interesting figures in 
British medicine. He studied classics a t  Utrecht, physic a t  
Leyden, where he mas a student with Boerhaave, with whom 
he kept up an intimate friendship, and graduated at  Padua 
in 1695. He settled in London and was shortly afterwards 
appointed to the staff of St. Thomas' Hospital. 1J.e was a 
great coll~vtor 01 bool;s, prints, piduws, coins, and gems, as 
well as Oriental, Greck, and Latin manuscripts. I n  the chap- 
ter of the Gold-IIeailed Cane dealing with his life we are 
brougllt into contact with many of the interesting people of 
the t i ~ r i o S i r  IIsus Sloal~e, ~vho foundcd the British Mu- 
seum, Dr. George Cheyne, who plcadecl lor a simpler life even 
a t  tliat clay, Lnily Nary JJ1ortley BIontagxe, and the introduc- 
tion of the inoc~~lation for small-pox. Accounts are given of 
mcetings at  Rlcnd's llousc in Grcat Ormond Street, where the 
Children's IIospital now stands, in ~vhich Arbuthnot and 
Pope figure, and also n description of the Inst illness of Sir 
Isaac Nclvton. hIedically, lleacl mas especially interested in  
snake yenoms and llad also much to do with the introduction 
of inoculation for small-pox. I t  is interesting to remeinber 
that he probably had considerable influence on the fonnding 
of Guy's 1Jospita1, as he and Guy were great friends and 
BIead mas consulted as to the best way i n  which Guy could 
use his fortune for the establisl~ment of a medical charity. 
Blead mns a great patron of l i tcrat~~re and art and has been 
termed the J f~cenas  of his day. It is rather a commentary on 
what makes for fame that Radcliffe, who did conlparatively 
little during his life, is so well reillembcrcd through his be- 
quests, while Blead, n-ho dicl so much during his life, left 
little bel~ind him by which he is remembered. 

From & f e d  the cane passed to Anthony Asltem (1722- 
1774), a graduate of Cambridge who studied a t  Leyden and 
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subsequently spent lnany years in travelling abroad. E e  set- (163) 
tled in  London, was attached to St. Bartl~olomen's Hosl~ital 
and became a very intimate friend of Mead, He is perhaps 
better known as a classical scholar than as a physician. He 
was a grcnt b001i collcctor, and it was even said that it was 
dificult to gct into his house on account of the halls being 
fillecl with b001is. Dr. Cushing will spealr more especiall~r of 
his library. After the death of Askew the cane passed into 
the possession of Dr. William Pitcairn (1711-1791). He Le- 
loilged to the salllc family as Archibald Pitcairn, of Edin- 
burghj who at  one time occupied the chair of pllysic in Ley- 
~ C I I ,  ancl mas a great escponcnt of the mechanical school of 
meclicine. William Pitcairil studied a t  Leyden and tool< his 
degree at  Rheiins. I-Ie was associated with St. Bartholomew's 
Hospit:ll ancl was presiclent of the College of Ph~sicians for 
many years. Dnring the latler part of his lifc lie gare up  
active practice aild transferred the cane to his nephew, Dr. 
Davicl Pitcairn (17-1:9-1S09). He was also attached to St. 
13art.l~olo1ne1v's aiicl is said to have beell the first to recognize 
the relationsl~ip between acute rheumatic fever and endocarcli- 
tis. Ile died of aclcma of the glottis am1 the clcscriptio~l of 
his condition is saicl to be one of the earliest in whicli thc ac- 
count ol an autoljsy was givcn. 

Prom Pitcairn the cane passed into the hands of Xatthext- 
Baillie (1761-1523). About t l~ is  ti~ilc thc cunc coascrl to he 

considered a neccssaTy appendage of the physician, and after 
tllc clcnth 01 Baillie in 1823 t l ~ c  cane was prescntcd by his 
~viclow to thc college, ~vherc i t  11-as clcpositcd in IS%. At this 
~ o i l l t  tlie histor! of the cane as givcn in the first and sccond 
editions of the worlr coines to an end, but in the tliird cilitioi~ 
thc cane is reprcscnted as continuing the history of tllc col- 
lege and of some of its most prominent menlbers after 1825. 
Tllcrc is also a note regarding many of the portraits and busts 
in the college. 

In this hasty review reference has been made to only a few 
of the many interesting points in the history of the Gold- 
Headed Cane. It will probably not be possible for all of you 
to pick up copies, but those of you who read i t  will find many 
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(1") facts rcgording eolllc of our predecessors wllich will stimu- 
late interest in the history of the profession, one of the ob- 
jects of this club. 

John Radcliffe. DR. OSLER. 

Eadcliffe is remembered, first by thc Golcl-I-Ieaded Canc, 
second by never having written a line, and t l~ird by the superb 
monuments which esist to his memory. I-Ie was a Yorltshire 
man, educated at the school at  13TaltcEcld. I-Ie took bis 13. A. 
at  Oxford in 1G" i ,  and his $1. B. in 1G75, n7hen he entered 
on the " physic line " and secured liis $1. D. three years later. 
For some years he practiced in Oxford ant1 laid the founda- 
tions for his relllnrliable success. 

Radcliffe was characterized by ex3raordinary sl~rc~~~clness 
mil wit. One of I~ is  lnost celebrnterl sayings sho~\rs the opin- 
ion in which were llcld the so-called water-casters of his day. 
Thesc water-castcrs made the diagnosis of discasc from a 
s~ecimen of tlic urine, and they still exist in some parts of 
England. A wolnon, lienrii~g 11ow celebrated he mas, brought 
Radcliffe a sample of her l~usband's urine. He was disgusted 
at being talrcn for a water-caster and his rcply was that if 
her husband, who was a shoemalrer, would fit him for a pair 
of slioes fro111 a sainple of his (Rndcliffe's) urine, then \vould 
he give her a diagnosis. 

In  addition to carrying on an activc practice 11s remained 
interested in liis college and bcccunc olie of its most munificent 
benefactors. Proccccling to London, Radcliffe became con- 
ilected with the court circles, and IGng William lilied him, 
t l~ongl~ at times disgnstcd at  his bl~lntness, as 1:adeliffe mas 
not always a user of choice and elegant language. 13.e once 

(164) said to the king, ~vhen the latter was suflering from dropsy, 
that he would not have his two legs for his three lcingdoms. 
On another occasion he said, "if Your Majesty will forbear 
making long visits to the Earl of Bradford (where, to tell the 
truth, the King was wont to drink very hard), I'll engage to 
make you live three or four years longer.'' RadclifHe was also 
called in to see Queen Mary, who died of small-pox. He said 
he had been called in too late. He had much trouble with 
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l~ i s  rojal patients, offending Queen Anne by telling her her (184) 

trouble was merely the vapours. I n  the last illustrious coun- 
ci1 a t  the time of her death he mas summoned, but sent the 
blnnt answcr " that he could not come." 

Radclifle had the reputation of bcing nigga~dly and penu- 
rious. Later in life he found his money had doubled itself 
from good investments. He s a ~ e d  money wit11 a specific pur- 
pose in view. A remarlcable document has lately come ont a t  
an auction in Yorkshire. It contains his investments and re- 
ceipts, entered by his secretary, and shonrs the great skill ex- 
ercised in his investments. 

RadcliiTe's characier is mcll given in the Gold-IIeaded 
Cane. It says: "Two years after t l~e  death of Prince George, 
nhcn Radeliffe was in his sixtieth jear, I Tyas so~~iewl~at  sur- 
prised, one morning after brealifast, to observe him attired 
wit11 lnorc than ordinary exactness. IIis full-bottomed wig 
was drcsscd with pec~~liar care ; he had put on his best suit 
of lilac-colored velvet with yellow basket buttons, and his air 
upon the ~vliole was very commanding. H e  Teminded me very 
sti.ongly of his appearance some ten or fifteen years before. 
IIe had all elcvated forehead, hazel eyes, checlis telling of the 
good chaer of former days, if anything a little too ruddy; a 
double chin, a well-formed nose, and a mouth round wl~ich 
generally played an agreeable smile. Vhen he sat in his easy 
chair, with his right hand expanded, and placed upon his 
breast, as if meditating a speech, and clearing his roicc for 
the purpose oi giving i t  utterance; his left wearing his glove, 
and resting on his side immediately above the hilt of his 
sworrl, which was a very usual attitude ~vith him, hc certainly 
had a most comely and well-favored appearance." JKneller's 
portrait in the library a t  Oxford gives an admirable presen- 
tation of him. 

Again here is a little frngment morth reading: "Though 
my life is, I dare say, pretty wcll known to you, yet I will 
mention some of the leading circurnstanccs of it, from which 
perhaps you may be able to derive some instruction. Since I 
began the study of medicine, I have dcvoted myself chiefly to 
a careful examination of the most valuable modern treatises. 
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(164) In this particular I differ, I lmo~v, from you, who are a pro- 
found scholar; but my b001is have always been few, though I 
hope well chosen. When I was at  the university, a few vials, 
a skeleton, and an herbal, chiefly formed my library. By fol- 
lowing the dictates of common sense, while I practiced at  Ox- 
ford after taking my bachelor of medicine's degree, instead 
of shutting up my patients who mere ill of the small-pox, as 
was done by the Galenists of those days, I gave them air and 
cooling emulsions, and thus rescued more than a hundred 
from the grave. I have always attemptcd to discountcllance 
the attempts of quaclis and interineddlcrs in  pl~ysic, and by 
the help of Providcncc I have succccilcil most rronderlully. 
BIy good Dr. Mead, you nlust consider this coilversation as 
quite confidential, and if I mention anything that has the air 
of boasting, you will reflect tliat I unbosoin myself to a friend, 
and what I am about to say is for your encouragcmcnt." The 
boolr further goes on to tell of his practice: " IIy practice 
rapidly increased, and I was even credibly informed that Dr. 
Gibbons, who lived in my neigliborl~ood, got more than one 
thousand pounds a year by patients whom I really had not 
time to see, and mho had therefore recourse to him." 

As to the question why Radcliffe never married, the Gold- 
Headed Carie states : " You will naturnlly ask me why T ncvcr 
married : it does not become me to spcali of my good or ill for- 
tune in that line, especially now when I ought to recall my 
tliougllts from all such vanities, and when the decays of na- 
t u ~ e  tell me that I have only a short time to live. That time 
is, I am afraid, barely snfficient to repent me of the idle hours 
which I have spent in riotous living; for I now feel, in the 
pain ~vllicl~ aflicts my nerves, that I am a martyr to escess, 
and am afraid that I have been an abettor and encourager of 
intcrnpcrallce in others." 

On his deathbed Radcliffe is said to have made the follow- 
ing stateme~lt, that vhere, when he first started practicing, he 
had twenty remedies for one disease, when he finished he had 
twenty diseases for which there was not a single remedy. He 
died on the first of November, 1714, three months after the 
Queen; and i t  was said that dread of the populace, and the 



want of company in the country village, where he had retired, (Ie4) 

shortened his life. 
His fortune, by his will; he left misely and generously. His 

Porkshire estate he left to the Masters and Fellows of Uni- 
versity College for ever, in trust, for the foundation of tmo 
tra-velling fellowships which still exist. They are conferred 
upon men who have taken certain degrees a t  Oxford, the con- 
ditions being that six months of the three years during which 
the fellon~ship is held must be spcnt abroad, and any surplus 
must be turned in and used by University College. I n  addi- 
ti,, his will provided £5000 for the cnlargemcnt of the builcl- 
ings of University College, where he hitnself had been 
educated; 240,000 for the building of a library, and 
instructions regarding the purchase of books on medicine 
and natural history. Some years ago this building be- 
came so full that the 1ihral.y mas moved, and at the 
cost of the Drapers Company, of London, 2G0,000 being 
spent and a new RadclifEe library built. Then in  the fourth 
placc he left 2500 annnally toward mending the diet of St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital, the balance of his property being 
handed to his trustees to do as they sam fit. They built the 
large Radcliffe Observatory and pay all its expenses, and in 
1770 built the Radcliffe Infirmary, paying the major part of 
its cost. 

So thcre are at least four special foundations connected 
wit11 his name, all are associated with scientific work, and cer- 
tainly there is no modern physician with so many large and (1651 

important monuments. Yet he put no line to paper, but saved 
with a special objcct in view. One lesson learned from his 
life is that if you do not write, make money, and, after you 
finish, leave it to the Jollns Hoplrins Trust. 

Matthew Baillie. DR. FUTCYER. 

Ifatthew Baillie was the last possessor of the Gold-Headed 
Cane, having receive& i t  from the younger Pitcairn. He was 
a Scot, his father being the Rev. James Baillie, who traced his 
descent from the patriot William Wallace. His mother mas 
Dorotha, the sister of John and William Hunter, the cele- 
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(165) brated anatomists. Natthem Baillie mas born a t  Shots, in 
Lanarltsh.ire, in 1761. Soon after his birth his father movecl 
to Bothwell, thence to Hamilton, and later to Glasgo~v where 
he becaine Professor of Divinity in the University of Glas- 
gom. He received his early education in the grammar school 
in Ha~uilton and later in the Uuiaersity of Glasgolv. IIis 
first leanings were towards divinity or law, but, oving to the 
evceptiollal Pncilitics aflorded by tllc influence of his two il- 
lustrious uncles, he eventnally took up medicine. It mas 
William Hunter's wish that lie should receive his mcdical 
education und.cr his own i~nlnediate direction, but in order 
that he might obtain an English degree in mcdicinc, his 
nephew's limited rncans made i t  necessary for him to procure 
an Oxford "exhibition," which thc professors of thc Uniwr- 
sity of Glasgom have in their power to besto~v on deserving 
iacrit. The dcatli of his fntl~cr in straigjhtcncd circumstances 
a t  this juncture rendered the securing of an "eshibition" 
more urgent, and i t  was finally granted him. I n  lYSO, arined 
with a letter of introduction from his mother to William 
Hunter, he went to London and thence to Balliol College, Ox- 
ford, where he eventually mas graduated. Between " terms " 
he spent his vacationsin the Anatomical Theatre and Museum 
of William EIunter in Windmill Street, London, carrying on 
anatomical dissections. 

Two years after the commencement of his anatomical 
studies Baillie became a teacher in his uncle's Anatomical 
Theatre. IIe had not been thus employed more than t ~ ~ c l v e  
months when William Hunter died, bequeathing to ]]in1 for. 
life the use of his museum, vhicll after his deatli was to go 
to the University of Glasgow where it is still deposited. His 
uncle also left him his Anatomical T.heatre and house in 
Windmill Street and Long Caldermood, the old Hunter es- 
tate in Scotland, which he had recently purchased. Baillie at 
once graciously turned over the latter to John Runter, whom 
he considered thc rightful owner. William El~nter,  a l tho~~gh 
wealthy, left his nephev an annuity of only one hundred 
pounds, stating his reason for this small bequest "tllat it was 
his intention to leave him but little money, LXS he had cleri~ved 
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too much pleasure from making his own fortune to deprive 
him of doing the same." 

Two years after IYilliam Hunter's deatht Baillie, associated 
with Mr. Cruickshank, gave his first course of anatomical 
lectures, thus unaertalting, in his tn-enty-second year, the 
arduous tnsli of filling his uncle's place. It is intcrcsting to 
note that the number of students did not dirnjnish. 

During the years he was particularly interested in normal 
anatomy and subsequently during his practice as a phgsiciau. 
Baillie lost no opportunity of preserving for a private collec- 
tion specimens of diseased organs. This museum consisted 
up~varcls of 1000 spccimcns which nrcrc ilcarly all prepared 
with his own hands. Threc years before his death he pre- 
sented this collection to the Royal Collcgc of Physicians with 
£400 for the purpose of keeping i t  in a proper state of preser- 
vation. 

Up to 1787 Baillie ilcvoted almost his entire time to teach- 
ing. I n  this year lie took I~ i s  docto~~s  degree at  Oxford, mas 
elected a Fellow of €he Royal College of Physicians and vas 
appointed a pllysician to St. Gcorge's Hospital, the institu- 
tion in 1vhic11 his uncle was at that time such a shining light. 
He was elccted a Fellow of the Royal Society in l"i9. After 
1781, Eaillie from year to year gradually E;.mre more and illore 
time to practice. His interest in pathology mas a ~l~arkecl 
feature of this period of liis life. The .museums of tlie two 
Hunters afEor8ed hiin abnndant opportunity for the study of 
morbid lesions and he niade admirable use of the specinlens 
they containeil. The pathological data dcrivecl from these 
sources as well as from the specimen he hililself pregared 
formed tlle basis of his work entitled " Tlie Norbid Anatomy 
of Some of the llost Important Parts of the IIu~nan Body," 
first published in 1795, and constituting his most important 
contribution to medical literature. This was really an epoch- 
maliiiig morlr, for, although i t  was ante-datccl by the morbid 
anatomies of Morgagni and 13onetus, the morbid descriptions 
in the worlis of the latter were difficult to get at, owing to 
their being inaslted by diffuse clinical descriptions. Baillie 
was the first to publish, in any language, a work devoted ex- 
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(165) clnsively to the description of morbid processes. He is cred- 
ited with being the first to describe the simple round ulcer of 
the stomach and also the morbid appearances of cirrhosis of 
the liver, although he did not fully recognize their signifi- 
cance in either instance. He is said to have been the first to  
describe typhoid ulcers, although Thomas Willis has been ac- 
corded this honor by some. 

In  1799, four years after the appearance of his Morbid 
Anatomy, he publislled a volume of engravings for its eluci- 
dation. The nrorlc is entitled " A Series of Engravings Rep- 
resenting Every Diseased Change of Structure to which the 
Internal and more Inlportnnt Parts of tlie Body arc Sub- 
ject." These superb engravings were made by William Clift. 
who devoted so much time and care to the preservation of 
John Hunter's Bluseum and who was afterwards Conservator 
of the Museum of t l ~ e  College of Surgeons. It is interesting 
to note that Baillie's two most important works were pub- 
lished before he was1 thirty-eight years of age, his Marbid 
Anatomy appearing when he was thirty-four. 

Baillie became so engrossed in private practice that he mas 
forced in 1799 to give up all his teaching. H e  took a house 
in fashionable Grosvenor Street and from this time on was 
the leacling consultant in London, and his advice was sought 
alilie by the laity and his fellow practitioners. Some concep- 
tion of how busy a man he mas may be obtained from an ac- 
count of his daily routine. From G a. m. till 8.30 a. m. he 
nras occupied with lettcrs; from 8.30 until 10.30, excepting a 
short interval for breakfast, he received patients a t  his own 
hoasc; and afiei~~ari ls  until G p. in., he was out seeing pa- 
tients chiefly in consultation. From G p. m. until 8 p. m. was 
devoted to dinner and his family, after whicll, often until a 
late hour, he returned to outdoor visiting. IIis practice 
gieldcd him £10,000 annually, a fair sum considering that a 
guinea was the regulation consultation fee. For ten years he 
was pllysician estraordinnry to Ring George I11 and hia 
family and found the visits to Oxford a temporary respite 
from his arduous daily routine. 

Besides the two great works already mentioned, Baillie at 
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intervals publislled papers on miscellmeous medical subjects (166) 
in the.Transactions of the Royal Society, of the Society for 
the Improvement of Medical and Surgical Knowledge, and 
of the College of Physicians, all of which mere edited by 
James Wardrop and published in two volumes in 1S25. 
These contain reports of many interesting cases. 

Of the various possessors of the Gold-Beaded Cane, 
Baillie contributed more towards the advancement of the 
science of medicine than any of the others. His Iforbid 
Anatomy mas in many ways ail epoch-making work and mas 
a model of conciseness and of accuracy in observation. He 
bclongcd to a. most talented family. H e  was the ncphew of 
the two Hunters, and Joanna Baillie, the well-known poetess, 
mas his sister. 

Baillie's arduous practice gradually began to tell upon his 
health. He developed a tracheal aflection; for which hc vis- 
ited Tunbridge Wells with some relief. EIis health seemed 
permanently undermined, ho~vcver, and he evel~tually re- 
tired with his family to his country place in Gloueestershire 
where he died of phthisis on September 23, 1823, at  the age 
of 62. 

The Holders of the Gold-Headed Cane as Book Collectors. DB. 
Cus111xa. 

Were an uninformed gathering aslied, "Which of these fire 
or sir men, whose names Dr. 31cCrae has written upon the 
board, is n~ost  lilrely to have been a lover of boolrs?" froln 
many the answer cloul~tless would be, " Radcliffe." But he 
was, as Dr. Osler has told you, in no sense a scholarly man. 
The real Radcliffe is well portrayed in IIat  Prior's jingle- 

I sent for Dr. Radcliffe: was so ill, 
That other doctors gave me over: 

He felt my pulse, prescribed his pill, 
And I was likely to recover. 

But when the wit began to wheeze, 
And wine had warmed the politician, 

Cured yesterday of my disease, 
I died last night of my physician. 



(166) He is snicl to hnvc boasted that n few vials, n sltclcton and 
an herbal constitnted his library; nncl  yet in two mays Rad- 
cliffe shon.4 the respect that he actually helcl for the learning 
to which he himself mas a stranger. One was by the magnifi- 
cent use that he made of his fortune; and thong11 one of the 
wits of the day said that i t  mould he as appropriate for a 
eunuch to found a seraglio as for Raclcliffe to establish a 
library, still you have learned f ~ o m  what has already becn 
said IIOW much foresight he showed in the final disposition of 
his acc~ui~ulations: tlie other evidence of his respect for learn- 
ing was his appreciation of the seholarsliip shown by his suc- 
cessor, Blend. For it is told that when, early in their acquaint- 
ance, he fomnd Blcacl sitting in his lil~mry and rcndiug Hip- 
pocmtes, he ejaculatcd, " What, my young friend, do jou read 
Hippocrates in the original language? Well, take my word 
f o ~  it, when I am clcad you mill occupy the throne 01 physic 
in this great town." His vanity must have been tickled by 
Mead's suave reply that his Empire, like Alexander's, woiild 
have to be divided amoilgst many. And t l ~ o ~ g h ,  in a sense, 
i t  did become divided, p t  Alead ruled ovcr much of it, and 
as one of the most remarlcable figures in English medicine. 
He had been educated in Leyden, and, i t  will be remembered, 
mas Roerhaave's house companion and lifelong friend. 

Though it is not my p111~10se to dwell at  any length on his 
fame as a physician, I ~risli  to show these volumes-]lead's 
more iinporlant contributions to RIedicine-as an evidence of 
his literary activity; for he more than any other of the carri- 
ers of the Cane, possibly escepting Baillie, has left us pnbli- 
cations of value. The first of thesc, 11 Mechanical Account of 
Poisons, was printed in 1702 while Rleacl was still a young 
man. In  the first of the four essays that constitute the work 
he settles the long-disputed point as to whether the viper emits 
an actual poison with its bite. 

De Imperio Solis ac Lnnae in Corpora Humana, his second 
work, appeared soon after, in 1704, and this pwticular copy 
was presented by Mead to John, Earl of Orrery, and you may 
see by the inscription what a careful penman was the author. 
It is rather a philosophical treatise than a work of medical 
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value, and there sccms to be little doubt but  that he was led (Ie6) 
to propound the riews herein expressed by the influence of his 
friend, Sir Isaac Newton., whose deductions regarding the 
tides had just been brought forth. 

The first edition of his Discourse concerning Pestilential 
Contagion, etc., mas published in  1720-this copy is the 
eighth eclition, dntcd only two years later-and here begin a 
series of worlw clcaling mith infcctiohs cliscascs and their pre- 
vention: and there can be little doubt but tlrat, occupying the 
p'osition he did, BScacl's comalon-scnsc attitude tonrard con- 
tagion must have been a powe~ for gooil. Thcn, wen more 
than iiow, people did not take easily to the idea of contagion, 
ant1 a provioas owner has bound up in  tliasc covms togcthcr 
with >lead's discourse two other tracts-" Tlie Plague no Con- 
tagious Disease " ancl " The Rise aird Fall of Pcstilential Con- 
togion "-by anonymous autliors, of course. 

This paragraph is a sample of hlead's chapter on prevention, 
ancl i t  is lipon prevention that he chiefly dn~ells-"As for 
fIovscs, the first Care ollgllt to be to keep them clean; for as 
A'asti~loss is n great Source of Iizfe(:tz'on, so Clewali~zess is tlie 
gl.entcst Prcservativc; which sliows us the true Reason, why 
the Poor are most obnoxious to Contngiozts Diseases. It is re- (167) 

marked of the Psrsians, that though their Country is sur- 
rounded every Year mith the Plnyue, they seldom or never 
suffer anything by it thei~~sclrcs; ancl i t  is lilicwise linown, 
that they are the most clcmzly People of any in  the TVurld, and 
that many among t l ~ c m  malie i t  a great part of their religion 
to remove Filthi~~ess and Nusa~rces of every Kind from all 
l.lsccs about their Cities and Dwellings." 

And, again, when speaking of the necessity of segregating 
the sicli, and of b~zrning their houses after thcy 11ave becn re- 
moved; " And after this, all possible Care ougllt still to  be 
talten to remove whatever Causes are found to breed and pro- 
mote Coniagion. I n  order to do this, the Oaersccrs of the 
Poor (who might be assisted herein by other ORcers) sl~ould 
visit the Dwellings of all the meaner sort of the Inhabitants, 
and where they find them stifled up too closc and nasty, should 
lessen their Number by sending some into better Lodgings, 
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(16*1 and should take Care, by all manner of Provision and En- 
couragement, to make them more c2eanly and sweet. No 
good work carries its o m  Reward with it so much as this kind 
of Cl~arity." And this at  a time when pestilence was largely 
regarded as heaven-born. 

His Harveian Oration delivered in 1124 shows where his 
tastes were carrying him, for i t  deals with the coins which 
were struck off by the Sinyrnsans in honor of physicians. 

In  174-1 mas published this, A Discourse on the Plague, 
and three years later his work, De Variolis ct  Xorbillis, kc. 

A short cssay entitled Xedica Sacra, a commentary on tlie 
diseases mentioned in the Bible and those of biblical l~eroes, 
was printed in London, 1749. Jn it he comment. interestingly 
upon the maladies, among others, of IIerod and Job and Saul 
and " Nabuchodonosor " upon leprosy, paralysis, lunacy, the 
bloody sweat of Christ, &c., &c. 

This final volumc, also from Orrery's library, is t l ~ e  author- 
ized translation of Mead's Nonita et Prmepta Diedica, his 
last ~vorlr, p~~blished only a few years before his death, and 
containing notes and observations from past life upon many 
diseases, their symptomatology, treatment, &c. There are 
many excellent cllapters,: his description of scurvy, for ex- 
ample, with its prevention and therapy could well supplant 
that in many a modern text-book. 

And so m ~ c h  for his own few writings: but of Mead and 
the writings of othcrs the story is a far longer one, for there 
is hardly a more lustrons name in bibliophilic annals. His 
collections-and not only of boolrs, but of coins, of ceramics, 
of gems, of pictures, of statuary, of antiquities, and I know 
not what all-gave him a world-wide reputation that outshone 
even the repute of his professional attainments. He was 
everywhere recognized as the Macenas of his day, alld in this 
role it is hard to find his peer in history. His house, as Bwj. 
Ward Richardson says, was one great museum and treasury 
of learning and science. This house stood in Gna t  Ormond 
Street, the present site of the Hospital for Children, and ow- 
ing to Mcad's express desire that his collections sliould be 
dispersed at  his death, me now know something of the treas- 
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(167) In  liis history of the disease "Bibliomania," Dibdin says 
that >lead died of the complaint, one of its most splendid 
victims, and adds in a foot-note: 

" It is almost impossible to dwell on the memory of this Great 
Man without emotions of delight-whether we consider him as 
an eminent physician, a friend to literature, or  a collector of 
boolcs, pictures, and coins. Benevolence, magnanimity, and erudi- 
tion were the striking features of his character: his house was 
the general receptacle of men of genius and talent, and of every- 
thing beautiful, precious, or rare. His curiosities, whether books, 
or coins, or pictures, were freely laid open to the public; and the 
enterprisiiig student, and experienced antiquary, alilre found 
ainuscment and a courteous reception. He was lrnown to all 
foreigners of intellectual distinction, and corresponded both with 
the artisan and the potentate. The great patron of literature, and 
the  leader of his profession (which he practised with a success 
unlrnown before), it  was hardly possible for unbefriended merit, 
if properly introduced to him, to depart unrewarded, The clergy, 
and in general, all men of learning, received his advice gratui- 
tously: and his doors Were open every morning to the most indf- 
gent, whom he frequently assisted with money. Although his 
income, from his professional practise. was very considerable, he 

(168) died by no means a rich man-so large were the sums which he 
devoted to the encouragement of literature and the fine arts! " 

Anthony A~liem was of the same feather with filead, with 
like mind, like learning, and the same passion for collecting. 
Having talren his medical degree at Cambridge and baving 
passed the usual gear in study at Leyden, instead of return- 
ing to London he travelled widely, and during the three years 
thus spent, laid the foundation of the library that nftcr~vards 
.became so celebrated. He naturally acquired the warm 
friendship of Nead, who, we are told, supported him by a 
sort of paternal zeal; nor did he fincl in his protege an un- 
grateful son. Tliougli he never attained to the 'position jn the 
community 3eld by Xead as a patron cf the fine arts in gen- 
eral, his library became pcl.linps even more widely reilo~vncd 
than that of his predecessor. 

Like I4eadys, Asltew's collection of boolcs mas dispersed a t  
auction after his death, and turning the leaves of this cata- 
logue issued by Baker and Leigh-Bibliotheca Askeviana sive 
Catalogus Librorum Rarissirnorum Antoliii Askew, M. I).- 



vill ellable you to gather some idea of tlie volu~ilcs " rarissi- (168) 

mornm " which were knocked down during the nineteen days 
following February 12, 1775, an occasion memorable in the 
records of such transactions. 

Tlie possessor of this catalogue, too, has carefully marked 
on the margins the prices bid for the various iteing and in 
many cases the ~ ~ ~ ~ r c h a s e r  thereof; and we find "The King," 
" Icing of France," " De Bnre," " British liuseum," aiid 
others, including " Wm. I-Iunter" as purc1lasel.s of some of 
the more notable volumes. We can i~iiagine tlie many-si.ded 
one of thc brothers Hunter, tlie "man niicl-wife," rather 
dandified in person ~irhen contrasted with John, sitting a t  the 
sale and coinpeting for the possession of books with tlie royal 
agents of Englancl and France. And lliany of the choicer 
volumcs he scaircd, allcl they to-day arc ljing little apprcci- 
atcd and as yet uncatalogucd among the trensurcs that hc 
bequeatl~ed to the U~iiccl-sity of Glasgow at his death. Xeacl, 
Aslqew, and Win. Hunter as bibliophiles were cut from the 
same cloth, and had Hunter becn a physician he sv0111tl have 
been the natural carrier of thc Cane after ii~kc\\.. nr. 
Pntchcr, homevcr, has tola us Ilosv t l~c  Cane canic subsccjuently 
into the possession of the IIuntcr fanlily tllrou,+ 13aillic. 

Possibly the largest snms ofFcl.ec1 for any of thc items arc 
those under Hunter's name ; for esample, 

817 Anthologia Graca, EDITIO FRINOEPS, IMPRESS. IN MEIS- 

UI~AXA,  BT IN LITERIS CAPITALIDUS, coinpact, in col-io 
turcico, czttlz foliis deau~.atis, FZorent. up. Laur. de 
Alop. 1494, f 24-7-0. 

1415 Diogencs Laertii Vitae Philosoph~rum~ Latin6, 
EDITIO PRINCEPS, exemplar puldc~rimum, compact, in 
corio turdco, czim foliis deau~atis, Venet. up. Jensen, 
1475, £6-6-0. 

1876 ITolnefi Batrachomiomachia, Crzc15, EDIT~O PRINCIPS, 

conzpact, in corio tu~.cico, cum foliis deaziratis, Vcnet, 
ap. Laonicum Cretensewz, 1456, $14-14-0. I n  this 
book is this note-This boob is so extremely rare 
tlrat I n.c.oer sazo, any 0 t h ~ ~  copy of i t ,  except t ia t  of 
Nom. de Bore, zu7ho told me he gaae 050 Liwres for it. 
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(168) Jfr. Smith, our Consul at Venice, wrote me word tlut 
he had purcl~ased a C O ~ J ,  but that it war imperfect, &c. 

2656 Platonis Opera, Graec6, II~PREss. IN I~EMBRANA, 2 
vol. compact in coho turcico, cunt foliis deauratis, 
Ven. up. Ald., 1513, £55-13-0. 

3337 Terentianus Yaurus de Litteris, Syllabis & Metris 
IIoratii, EDITIO PRINCEPS, cC' exentplar pulcl~errinzum 
lllediolan per Ulder. Scinzenler, 1497, £12-12-0. I n  
this book is this note-This is jzldged to be  tka only 
copy of this ediiion in B?tgland, if not in t 1 ~  whole 
world.-If so, it is worth any money.-Dr. Askew 
could find no copy in ltis t~.avels ovey Europe, thozigh 
he  made it his earnest and partictllar search in evc9y 
librarg wl~ich he had an opportunity of co?~ulting. 
--JOHN TAYLOR, Cantabrjg. 

But I cai~i~ot  do better than to read again from Dibdin, who 
sighs with grief of heart over such a victim of the Bibliomni~ia 
as Askew. He sags : 

" Dr. Anthony Aslrew had eminently dis t i i iyished himself by a 
refined taste, a sound Bnowledge, and a n  indefatigable research 
relating to  everything connected with Grecian and Roman litera- 
ture. It was to be expected, even during his life, a s  he  was 110s- 
sessed of sufficient means to  =ratify hiulself with what was rare, 
curious and beautiful in literature and the fine arts, that  the 
public would, one day, be benefited by such pursuits: especially 
a s  he had expressed a wish that  his  treasures might be unre- 
servedly submitted to  sale. after his decease. In this wish the 
Doctor was not singular. Many eminent collectors had indulged 
i t  before him: and, to  my Imowledge, many modern ones still 
indulge it. 

" We are  told by the compiler of the catalogue tha t  it was 
thought unnecessary to  say much with respect t o  this Library of 
the  late Dr. Anthony Aslrew, a s  the Collector and Collection were 
so  well lrnown in almost a l l  parts of Europe. Af te rwa~ds  i t  is 
observed tha t  "The  boolrs in  general are  in  very fine condition, 
many of them bound in morocco, and Russia leather, with gilt 
leaves." "To give a particular account," continues the  compiler, 
" of the many sc.arce editions of boolrs in this catalogue would be 
almost endless, therefore the  first editions of the  Classics, and 
some extremely rare books are  chiefly noticed. The catalogue, 
without any doubt, contains the  best, rarest, and most valuable 



collection of GREEK and LATIN BOOKS that  were ever sold in (168) 
England." This account is not overcharged. The collection, i n  
regard to Greek and Ronlan literature. was unique in  its day. 

The late worthy and learned Mr. $1. Cracherode, whose library 
now forms one of t h e  most splendid acquisitions of the Brftish 
Museum, and whose begliest of i t  mill immortalize his  memory, 
was also among the " Emptores literarii" a t  this renon7ned sale. 
H e  had enriched his collection with many Exe~rtplar Askevianziat; 
and, in  his latter clays, used to elevate his ]lands and eyes, and 
exclaim against the prices norc offered for  EDITIONES PRIN- 
CIPES! 

The fact is, Dr. Askew's sale has been considered a sort of aera 
in  bibliography. Since that  period, rare  and curious boolrs in  
Greelr and Latin literature have been greedily sought after, and 
obtained a t  most extravagant prices. I t  is very well for  a 
veteran in  bibliography, as  was Mr. Cracherocle, or a s  a r e  Mr. 
Ilrodhull and Dr. Gosset, whose collections were formed i n  the 
days of Gaignat, Askem, Duke de la Valliere, and Lamoignon- 
it  is  very. well for such gentlemen t o  declaim against ?nodern 
prices! But  what is  to be done? BOOBS grow scarcer every day, 
and the love of literature, and of possessing rare  and interesting 
worlrs, increases i n  a n  equal ratio. Hungry bibliographers meet. 
a t  sales, with well furnished purses, and a re  resolved upon 
sumptuous fare. Thus the hammer vibvates, after a bidding of 
Forty pounds, where formerly i t  used regularly to  fall a t  Foftr! 

And with Aslcem ends Bibliomania so far .as it is collccrned 
nfitll the peripatetic life of t l ~ e  Gold-I-leaded Cane: and per- 
haps this mas none the morse for the patients and certainly it 
mas the better for the purses of the succeeding onrners. But 
for one, I would Have wished to see the Cane follow tllc boolis 
and go to William Hunter along with the Aldine Plato for 
which he paid so dear. Had this happened so, the Cane wonld 
probably have ended its active life with Baillic even as it did. 
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